Private service, public wake planned locally for fallen Dallas officer 

By Matt Sheley/Daily News staff 
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Nearly seven months ago, Dallas Patrol Officer Brian H. Jackson traveled north to show his respects at the funeral of slain Providence Police Detective Sgt. James Allen.

On Monday afternoon, Jackson, a 1995 Portsmouth High School graduate, will be remembered during a private memorial service starting at 3 p.m. on the grounds of the Naval War College. 

Charlestown Police Sgt. Patrick J. McMahon said the public will have a chance to recognize the fallen Jackson on Sunday from 4-7 p.m. during a wake at the Memorial Funeral Home, 375 Broadway in Newport.

Newport Patrol Officer Ryan G. Duffy said that as a police officer, the 28-year-old Jackson knew the ultimate sacrifice anyone in law enforcement could pay is with his or her life, and last April, his close friend wanted to show his support for Allen and the fallen officer's family and colleagues.

Jackson, dressed in his full Dallas police uniform, made the trip to Allen's mid-April funeral in Cranston on a bus with members of the Newport Police Department.

"Brian spent a majority of his time in high school in Rhode Island and he felt compelled to pay his respects to Detective Allen," Duffy said. "Brian was literally all heart, and for him to make that sacrifice too after recognizing someone for doing the same ... the irony of that is powerful."

About 15 minutes before his shift was supposed to end early Sunday morning, Jackson took a domestic disturbance call, which ended up being the five-year Dallas police veteran's last.

Police said Juan Lizcano, a 28-year-old illegal immigrant from Mexico involved in the domestic incident, shot Jackson in the right underarm. Jackson was taken to a nearby hospital, where he was pronounced dead a little more than an hour later.

Lizcano was arrested at the scene and charged with capital murder and aggravated assault. He was uninjured in the incident.

In addition to his wife, JoAnn, Jackson leaves behind parents John and Valerie Jackson of Middletown and sister Gina Jackson, who is stationed with the Air Force in Charleston, S.C.

Lucie Anne Dionne-Thomas, one of Jackson's parents' neighbors, said whenever their son was home, Brian Jackson would always stop by to chat.

The day after attending Jackson's wedding in August, Dionne-Thomas said she hosted an impromptu party with her husband, Andrew, for their neighbors' family and friends.

"Everyone was telling stories and we all had a really, really good time," Dionne-Thomas said. "(Brian) said, 'Thanks so much for having us over,' because he heard stories from his grandparents he never heard before. He was so close to his family."

That was the last time Dionne-Thomas saw Jackson.

"The last thing I can remember him saying was 'Keep an eye on my parents,'" Dionne-Thomas said. "Two things really stood out to me about him. He was such a kind, giving person and extremely civic minded. The whole situation is such a shame."

Duffy said he met Jackson when they were both students at the University of Rhode Island in Kingston.

After working in Charlestown and then in New York City, Duffy said his best friend took the job in Dallas because it was an excellent opportunity for him and his wife.

Dallas police have planned a candlelight vigil for tonight at the city's central patrol station, with the department's close to 3,000 officers wearing black mourning bands over their badges.

"He was always such a great guy, the kind of person who was always there for his family and friends and people he didn't even know," Duffy said. "He had a real affinity towards public service. Everyone's doing OK, but it's been rough. It's hard to believe he's not here anymore." 

 

