Death of Dallas cop hits home on island 

By Matt Sheley/Daily News staff 
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Friends and family said Dallas Police Officer Brian H. Jackson died early Sunday morning doing what he loved.

A 1995 graduate of Portsmouth High School, Jackson, 28, was described as the kind of person who was born to help others and never lost his cool doing it. 

Jackson was fatally shot under the arm chasing a suspect involved in a domestic-disturbance call in East Dallas as his shift was winding down. The alleged shooter - Juan Lizcano - was arrested at the scene, and is charged with one count of capital murder. He was not injured in the shootout.

A five-year veteran with the Dallas Police Department, Jackson was pronounced dead at Baylor University Medical Center in Dallas at 3:52 a.m. In addition to his parents, John and Valerie Jackson of Middletown, and his wife, JoAnn DeMello Jackson of Dallas, the University of Rhode Island graduate leaves a sister, Gina Jackson of Charleston, S.C.

Chad Henderson, director of health services for the University of Rhode Island, said he got to know Jackson through his active involvement with the university's volunteer ambulance corps from 1995 to 1999, serving as vice commander. No matter what the situation, Henderson said Jackson was there - calm, cool and collected.

"I don't remember one particular call or incident with Brian, just that he never lost his cool," Henderson said. "He was always composed, but always had that twinkle in his eye."

While Henderson said he lost touch with Jackson after he graduated from URI, he got periodic updates about his fellow ambulance corps volunteer and was not surprised Jackson chose law enforcement as a career.

In Jackson's honor, Henderson said the ambulance squad had a moment of silence and is wearing mourning bands over their badges.

"I think some people are just born with that desire to help others," Henderson said. "Brian was one of them and he'll certainly be missed."

Portsmouth High Principal Bob Littlefield said Jackson enrolled at the school as a junior, transferring from a school in Charleston, S.C.

While at Portsmouth High School, Jackson became actively involved, playing for the football team, participating in the Sea Cadet program and earning Eagle Scout recognition.

"Certainly, on behalf of Portsmouth High School and the entire Portsmouth school community, we offer our deepest condolences," Littlefield said.

"Just this week, we've been giving recognition to Portsmouth High graduates who serve in the military and veterans to give additional meaning to Veterans Day and law enforcement is equally important and dangerous."

According to a statement issued by the Jackson family, their son should be remembered for his work helping others. Married at Christ the King Catholic Church at URI in August, Jackson and his wife had just returned from a delayed honeymoon to Hawaii.

"He was killed in the line of duty, doing the job he loved, helping secure the safety of the citizens of Dallas," the family's statement read. "He will be remembered for his good humor, his sense of duty and his love for his family."

Middletown Town Councilman Louis P. DiPalma, who lives in the same neighborhood as the Jacksons, said he spoke with the family Sunday before they headed to Dallas and offered his condolences.

"They're such a nice family, a very hard working family," DiPalma said. "Everyone's pretty much shocked that this happened and it just reminds you that at any moment, at any time, things can change forever."

Jackson was the first Dallas officer killed since Oct. 23, 2002, when an off-duty officer died in a traffic accident.

"He was a very kind, compassionate man who cared deeply about his wife and family and his job," said Dallas Police Chief David Kunkle, who was visibly shaken during a news conference.

Funeral arrangements for Jackson are pending.
