Remembering Brian: Parents celebrate life of slain son 

By Matt Sheley/Daily News staff 
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MIDDLETOWN - Brian H. Jackson would have turned 29 Wednesday.

The slain Dallas police officer never got to celebrate that birthday, but his Nov. 13 death is not what his parents, John and Valerie Jackson of Middletown, want remembered. They want their son remembered for all the good he brought to the world. 

In the coming months, the Jacksons said they will be handing out minted coins - featuring their son's badge number, dates of his birth and passing and the quote "Now he's watching over those who serve and protect" - to those who knew Brian best.

The family also plans on visiting spots throughout the country - Hawaii, where Brian was born and went on his honeymoon with wife JoAnn; South Carolina, where he grew up; Middletown, where lived with his parents; and Dallas, where he was a police officer - to plant "strong, sturdy evergreens" to mark significant points in his life.

"We're looking at today as a positive day," Valerie Jackson said Wednesday afternoon. "A time to remember what Brian was about and all the people he helped and got to know along the way.

"He was the type of person who was always so kind to people. I remember one time we were at a craft show in Pennsylvania and Brian went up and bought something from one of the vendors, and I asked him, 'What is it?' and he said, 'I don't even know,' and then he said he bought it because no one was at his booth and he felt bad."

Jackson, a five-year veteran of the Dallas police force, responded to a domestic disturbance call during the early hours of that mid-November Sunday morning, 15 minutes before his shift was to end. According to reports, the 1995 Portsmouth High School graduate was fatally shot by Juan Lizcano, who told officers he confronted police after hiding in a nearby back yard because it was "the simple thing to do."

Police say a single shot hit the University of Rhode Island graduate on his right side near his underarm in a spot not protected by his bulletproof vest. The bullet pierced Jackson's heart and he was pronounced dead about an hour later.

Lizcano, an illegal Mexican immigrant, has admitted in a videotaped police interview to shooting Jackson after firing three other shots at police, according to published reports. Lizcano is being held on $1 million bail on eight charges, the most serious being capital murder of a police officer.

"If you allow yourself to think about it, all the memories come flooding back and I can't think of one over the 28 years that I'm not proud of," John Jackson said. "He was a great kid, an Eagle Scout, a police officer, everything you'd want in a son."

Dallas Police Sr. Cpl. Max Geron said the city's police department is trying to pick up the pieces after Jackson's death, but it hasn't been an easy time for anyone.

"I guess we're doing as well as could be expected and moving forward," Geron said. "Unfortunately, a Fort Worth police officer was shot and killed two weeks later. It hasn't been easy."

Jackson's life was remembered locally by thousands of police officers from across the country during a Nov. 21 funeral procession through Newport and a memorial service at Naval Station Newport, where John Jackson works as a professor at the Naval War College.

Speaking from their home Wednesday, the Jacksons said they were overwhelmed by the support from the Aquidneck Island community.

"Everyone's doing OK, some better than others," Valerie Jackson said. "It hasn't sunk in for me quite yet, but that isn't making it any easier. My mind is like a slide show, where I see these pictures after hearing a song or someone say something.

"Today (Wednesday), I baked pumpkin chocolate chip bread, which was his favorite, and then went out and bought a lot of toys for Toys for Tots and donated them and went to see if there were any new babies at Newport Hospital. We're having dinner tonight with friends. It was a very positive day."

Like the Dallas Police Department, Brian's parents, his sister Gina - who serves with the Air Force in Charlestown, S.C. - and his wife, JoAnn DeMello Jackson, say a day will never go by when they don't think of their son, brother, husband.

"The day of the service, to see everyone out and paying respects to our son, was amazing to me," John Jackson said. "To see the people at the diner and the employees outside with their aprons on and tears in their eyes, I'll never forget that.

"If you asked me six months ago if my son was funny, I would have said he was a pretty straight-laced guy. Brian's friends would come over and we'd always joke around, but Brian was always pretty quiet. Over the last month, I've learned so much about him I never knew and what a good person he was, more than I'd ever imagined."

As for their son's alleged killer, the Jacksons have differing views on what should happen to Lizcano.

John Jackson said he believes Lizcano's punishment should be "an eye for an eye," while his wife said she would like to see the 28-year-old sit in prison for the rest of his days.

"I want to see him and ask him why he did what he did," Valerie Jackson said. "His mother is going through the same thing we are and things are over for him."

"He killed my son and I think he should pay for that," John Jackson said. "I think he's entitled to a trial and counsel, but how can you justify what he's done?"

Regardless of the outcome of a trial, the Jacksons agreed more must be done to stem the flow of illegal immigrants to the United States.

"Don't get me wrong, I'm perfectly supportive of those who come to this country legally," John Jackson said. "That's what this country is all about. But to have someone here who's been arrested twice before and each time let go, that's not right."

Although the Jackson's said they'd likely not interject themselves into court proceedings, that could change if Lizcano is tried in Mexico, not in the United States, as has been discussed.

"He committed the crimes here in the United States and therefore he should be subject to U.S. law," John Jackson said. "I don't remember hearing about someone getting arrested in Turkey having to go to trial in the United States because they were an American citizen. It doesn't make sense. If you commit a crime there, that's where you should go to trial."

The Jacksons also said they would like to see more spent on law enforcement, to help put more police officers on the street and better equip those out there fighting crime every day.

"Since Brian was shot, 12 officers around the country have been killed," John Jackson said. "The statistics are that every 55 hours, a law enforcement individual is killed, but people really don't think about it."

"It's true, until it hits home," Valerie Jackson added. "It takes such a toll, and unless something happens, it's overlooked. It shouldn't be like that." 
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